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9—‘She seems to have bcen a very young woman at the
time, as she first became a mother in 1667. She retained
her charms and influence over the Emperor till bis death,
and was the darling of his old age. Under the spell of
her beauty he pardoned the many faults of Kam Bakhsh
and overlooked her freaks of drunkenness which must
have shocked so pious a Muslim.”

X FEAY T g Re? e 4, . &,
@R U @9, 91 9330, o 94—
R—Hira Bai, Surnamed Zainabadi, was a young slave-girl
in the keeping of Mir Khalil, who had married a sister of
Aurangzib’s mother. During his viceroyalty of the Deccan,
the prince paid a visit {0 his aunt at Burhanpur. There,
while strolling in the park of Zainabad on the other side
of the Tapti, he beheld Hira Bai unveiled among his
aunt’s train. The artful beauty “on seeing a mango-tree
laden with fruits, advanced in mirth and amorous play,
jumped up, and plucked a mango, as if unconscious of
the prince’s presence”. The vision of her matchless charm
stormed Aurangzeb’s heart in a moment. “With shameless
importunity he took her away from his aunt’s house
and became utterly infatuattd with her” so much
so, that one day she oftered him a cup of wine and
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pressed him to drink it, All his entreaties and excuses
were disregarded, and the helpless lover was about to
taste the forbidden drink when the sly enchantress
snatched away the cup from his lips and said, “My
object was only to test your love for me, and not to make
you fall into the sin of drinking.”

A short History of Aurangzib. Ibid. pp. 15-16.
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“A famuliarity with the languages of surrcunding nations
may be indispensable in a king ; but you would teach me
to read and write Arabic, doubtless conceiving that you
placed me under an everlasting obligation for sacrificing
<0 large a portion of time to the study of a language
wherein no one can hope to become proficient without
ten or twelve years of close application. ......... Can we
repeat our prayers or acquire a knowledge of law and of
sciences only through the medium of Arabic ? May not our
devotions be offered up as acceptably and solid information
communicated as easily, in our mothor tongue * ?”

fau Education in Muslim India by S. M. ]Jaffar,
M. A, M. R. A. S, (London ), Ripon Printing Press,
Butt Road, Lahore, 1936, pp. 177-178.
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